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SEPARATION: A Fundamenfa庵t Fo均y or Divine Dtry?

1A.　THE PATTERN OF SCRIPTURAしSERARATION:

The Bible represents God as a God ofIight in whom is no darkness (1 」ohn l:5).しight cannot

COeXist with darkness・ The Bible presents God as separating -ight from darkness through the

Word・ The system of separation spans the Scriptures.

--The Bible commences with God separating physica川ght from physicaI darkness

(Genesis l:3-4).

一-The Bible concludes with God separating spi「itua川ght from spirituai darkness. Saints

enter the eternaI city; Sinners are consigned to the Lake of Fire (ReveIation 20:15; 12:6-8).

2A.　THE PASSAGES OF SCRiPTuRAしSEPARATION:

1b.　The predicament:

It shouId not be necessary to demonstrate that the Scriptures teach separation.

However in contemporary evangeIicaIism′ SeParation is ridicuied and rejected even by

those who once were in fundamentalist ranks. The concept of separation is a scripturaI

One・ We dare not dodge or deny the doct「ine!

2b. The passages of Scripture:

The fa川owing is adapted from an unpubIished paper by G・ Archer Weniger “What the

BibIe Says About a Godly A出tude lbward Heresy.〃

ln these days oftheoiogical confusion and eccIesiasticaI compromise, What is the BiblicaI

POSition for an evangeIical to assume toward heretics and faIse reIigious teachers? Are

We tO PatrOnize them′ aSSOCiate with them′ aCCePt their sponsorship, increase their

numbers′ Send them converts′ add to their prestige′ foI-ow their Ieadership, identify our

Churches with them′ and obIiterate important B酬caI distinctions with them? The Bible′s

answer is ciear:

1.巾ythem… … ・ 1 」ohn 4:1′ ′′BeIoved′ beIieve not everyspirit, but trythe

SPirits・ Whether they be of God; because many faIse prophets are gone

Out into the world.′′

2. Markthem… ・ Romans 16:17′ ′′Now i beseech you brethren, markthem

Which cause divisions and o鴨nses contrary to the doctrine which ye

have Iearned and avoid them・′′ verkuyI says′ ′′and to keep away from

them.′′

3. Rebuke them …Titus l:13′ ′′This witness is true. Wherefore, rebuke them

SharpIy that they may be sound in the falth.′′ verkuyi says, ・・ correct

them sternly.’’

4. Have no felIowship… Ephesians 5:11′ ′And have no fallowship with the

unfruitful works of darkness′ but rather reprove them・′′ verkuyl

SayS, ′′Expose them:′
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5. Withdrawthyself ・ ‥2 ThessaIonians 3:6′ ′′Now we command you, brethren,

in the name ofour Lord 」esus Christ, that ye withdraw

yourselves from every brother that walketh disorderly and not

a什er the tradition which ye received of us.′′

6・ Receivethem not … 2」ohn lO-11′ ′′ifthere come anyuntoyou, and bring

notthis doctrine, reCeive him not into your house, neither bid

him God speed; Fo「 he that biddeth him God speed is partaker

Of his evii deeds・′′ verkuyI says′ ′′Do not extend him your

greeting・′′ to our day false teachings are fostered by mispIaced

hospitality.

7. Have no companywith him …2 Thessalonians 3:14′ ′And ifany man obey

notourword bythis epistle, nOte that man, and have no

COmPany With him′ that he may be ashamed・′′ BerkeIey Version

SayS′ ′′Do not get mixed up with him′ SO he may grow ashamed.′′

8. Rejectthem ‥.Titus 3:10, ’A manthat is an hereticafterthefirst and

SeCOnd admonition, reject.’’

9. BeγeSeParate. ‥2 Corinthians 6:17,

′′wherefore come out from among them′ and be ye separate,

Saith the Lord′ and touch notthe uncIean thing; and l w川

receive you.’’

10. Putthem out...1 Corinthians 5:7,
′′purge out therefore the old leaven′ that ye may be a new Iump,

as ye are unleavened. For even Christ our Passover is sacrificed

fb「us.′′

3A. THE PROBしEM OF BiBしICAしSEPARA「iON:

1b.　The system of fundamentaIism:

In the Ia龍er days ofthe iast century’and especia=y in the early years ofthis

Centu用a fundamenta=st-mOdemist battle raged in the United States. Many

Churches withdrew from main-Iine denominations because these denominations

had become IiberaI and denied certain fundamentaIs ofthe faith. Bible beIievers

insisted that a denial ofthe central doctrines was a departure from the Christian

faith. They formuIated the fundamentaIs and thus became known as

fundamentalists, decIaring and defending these doctrines to be the statement of

the fundamentaIs:
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2b.　The statement of the fundamentals:

Robert Lightner writes correctIy about these fundamentaIs of the faith:

′′These are st冊he criteria by which to establish whether an individuai of an

Organization is orthodox or heterodox. Other doctrines might be Iisted as equaIIy

essentiaI to the faith・ What is beIieved about these, however; W冊eveaI what is believed

about other B輔caI truths・ They are determinative! A glance at these five historic

fundamentaIs ofthe faith reveals that they aI- center around two crucial doctrines, the

Very tWO Which iiberaI church unionists of our day deny in any orthodox sense-the

doctrine of Christ, the Iiving Word and the BibIe, the written Word′′ (Church Uhion-A

Loymont Guide, 126〉.

3b. The spirit of fundamentaIism:

Many evange=caIs can give whole-hearted endorsement to the five fundamentals but

are not fundamentaIists. They have a belief in these doctrines′ but are not w冊gto do

battIe for them. They decIare the fundamentals but do not defend them against heresy

and apostasy・ A畦ofcomfo面S tO be prefer「ed over a暁ofconflict. But the beiiever is

in enemyterritory・ He is engaged in a battIe・ Fightingforthe truth is not optionaI but an

O「de「

1 Timothy 6:12: ′′The good fight offaith. ‥′′

」ude 3: ’′EarnestIy contend for the falth.′′

4b・　The skepticism toward separation:

Because ofthe extreme positions ofsome.

Because ofthe great ignorance ofthe nature of liberaIism.

Because ofthe ignorance ofthe b鞘caI teaching on separation.

Because of the compromise of many evange=caIs.

4A.　THE PURPOSE OF BIBしICAしSEPARA「ION:

The Iate NationaI Representative ofthe GARBC′ D「 PauI R. 」ackson, has spelled outthe

ultimate need for the practice of separation:

′′separation′ aS l have so often explained′ is to the whoIe ministry ofthe Word ofGod

and the service of」esus Christ what sanitation and ster掴zation are to surgery. When you
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go into surgery you are not at a= prejudiced against the practice of surgeons, and others

that enterthat room′ tO SCrub and scrub and scrub! You want every germ destroyed. If

there is any possibIe chance ofan infection you may be thevictim ofit, and you are we=

Satisfied for sanitation at its uItimate and absolute to mark those who minister to you.

But′ aS a matterOffact′ nO matter how Iongthe surgeon scrubs′ it w川do you nogood

unt冊e fina=y takes hold ofthe scalpel and the other instruments to perform the

Surgery・ UnIess he ministers to you in the other spheres of medical attention, the

Sanitation is valueless to you. CIean=ness is only the necessary condition and

atmosphere in which the real ministryofthe surgeon takes pIace. 1t is not an end in

itselt but it is an essential condition tothe rightfuI end.

Ifwe make B酬caI separation an end in its∈埴or major upon ittothe neglect or

exciusion of other great B酬caI doctrines′ We have faiIed those to whom we minister as

the surgeon would faiI who ste輔zes but never operates. But, On the other hand, Iet us

never forget th‘at We aIso fai=fwe do not preach and practice this doctrine of

SeParation′ aS the surgeon w冊aiI′ nO matter how sk冊u=y he operates, if he negIects

PrOPer Sanitation in the operating room. We must be clean in order to carry out the total
ministry of the Word’’(GARBC lnformation BookIet紺2, ′′The Position, Attitudes, and

Objectives of BibIical Separation,’’1-2).

5A.　THE PRiNCiPしES OF SEPARA「iON:

1b.　Separation from apostasy and unbeIief:

An 。pOS亡。te is an unbeIiever who has formerly professed the truth but has

departed from it. A he化t研s a beIiever who brings doctrinaI disunity.

Many passages could be cited to support separation from apostasy. A few must

Su冊ce:

Ephesians 5:11

2 Corinthians 6:14-17

1 Timothy 6:5

2 Timothy 3:5

2」ohn 9-10

Dr: Ernest Pickering, in his cIassic book, Bib〃c。I Sepo畑でion: A StruggIeJbr 。 Pure

Church′ SuggeStS that it is not a= that d冊cuIt to identify an apostate group. The

beiiever is not simply asked to separate from apostate individuaIs who hold false

doctrines′ but from groups who espouse the same doctrines・ Dr Pickering

SuggeStS the fo=owing:

A body is apostate when:

(1) Men and women in its leadership deny the verities ofthe Christian faith. If
SuCh are welcomed into places of leadership’the body has departed, though

individuals within it may yet be sound.

(2) O餓cial periodicals and media presentations promote views contrary to the

Orthodox Christian faith.
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2b.

(3) O飾cial schooIs ofthe body empIoy faculty members and/or utilize visiting

SPeakers who teach views that are at variance with essential Christjan

doctrines.

(4) No eflbrt is made by the leadership ofthe group or the majority ofits
COnStituency to expunge the o飾ending parties.

Sometimes objection is raised that to ascertain what constitutes essential

doctrine and to detemine when a group IS aCtually apostate requlreS the

making ofajudgment・ Yes. It is true. Judgments are to be made here as in

many other areas ofthe Christian walk. But this does not invalidate the

Prihciple of separation. Because the act of separation requlreS a judgment

does not imply that the judgment is wrong or that the action is wrong. God

has glVen amPle spir血al guidelines to help the Spirit-taught believer make

those judgments.

Separation from heresy and immoraIity:

Many evange=caIs would concur that separation from apostasy is necessary. Some

evangeIicals, however reject the idea of separation from other be=evers. PauI Lightner′s

COmmentS are muCh to the point:

6A.

An even more di飾cult truth for many to accept and obey is that Holy

Scripture commands separation from Christian brethren who persist in walking ln

disobedience・ As in the case of separation from apostasy and紳se teachers this

does not mean each believer is to set up his own belie鳥as equivalent to God’s

truth. God’s Wbrd and the essentials ofthe faith constitute that from which there

Can be no deviation, and these must be the norm by which our views are to be

judged.

Though di飾cult to understand and sometimes even more di飾cult to obey,

God’s Wbrd addresses itselfto the question of a believer’s fellowship with

another believer who persists in disobedience and spec描c sins. The Corinthian

Christians were told bluntly to負put away from among yourselves that wicked

PerSOn” in their assembly who was guilty ofgross sin and who refused to confess

it (I Cor. 5:13)・ The “wicked person” is described as one who is called a brother

and is guilty of fomication, COVeteOuSneSS, and d則nkenness, amOng Other things

(I Cor. 5:9-1 1). Again to the saints at Thessalonica the Apostle wrote definitely:
負Withdraw yourselves from every brother that walketh disorderly, and not after

the tradition which he received ofus” (2 Thess. 3:6). Here the issue was

doctrinal. Professed believers seem to be in view in Paul’s words to the

Christians at Rome:負Mark them who cause divisions and o飾enses co巾ary to the

doctrine which ye have leamed; and avoid them,, (Rom. 16: 17). The Apostle

insisted that his inspired messages concemlng the Lord Jesus Christ allowed for

no deviation. Christ is crucial to Christianity: in fact, Without the Christ of

Scripture Christianity does not exist.

THE PRACTICE OF BIBしICAしSEPARAJION:

1b.　The importance ofseparation from errorand fightingforthetruth:

」ude 3 ′′contend for the faith′′

2 Timothy l:13 ′′HoId fast to the form ofsound doctrine′′
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CoIossians l:23 ′′continue in the faith〃

1 Corinthians 15:58 Abound in ′′the work ofthe Lord′′

2b. The imperative for separation:

Commands ofScripture to separate are not compieteIy obeyed untiI the beIiever exhibits

hum冊y and iove. Right after Paul’s exhortation against false doctrine he said, ′′Now the

end ofthe commandment is Iove out ofa pure heart, and ofa good conscience, and of

faith unfeigned’’(1 Timothy l:5).

Hum冊y needs to characterize those who seek to restore one, ′′overtaken in the fault′′

Whateverthat doctrinal or moraI fauIt might be (GaIatians 6:1).

A bitter and harsh a請tude, the pridefui and holier-than-thou spirit are wrong. Butjust

because these attitudes are sometimes associated with some who practice separation

does not make the doctrine of separation unbiblical・ What is needed desperately in our

day is an obedient spirit in the Word ofGod, a COmmitmentto His truth, and a baIanced

ministry which has a concern forthe lost and a concern forthe truth. Ignoring separation

is ignoring Scripture. May God grant us a baIanced ministry.
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The Fundamentals of the Faith are: 

1. J Inspiration of the Scriptures!
2.1 Virgin Birth I
3. I Deity of Christ I 
4. J Substitutionary Atonement I
5. Physical Resurrection and

Return
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Titw l:IJ1 "thi, witnc.ss is true.' Wherefore, rebuke them sharply that they may be 
sound in the falth." 

HA VE NO FELL OWSAIP 
Ephesians 5:11, • And have no fellowship with the wuruitfu! works of dukncss, but 
rather reprove them.• 

WliADRAW TAYSELf 
IlThcssalonians J:6, "Now we command you, brethren, in the rwru: of the Lord Jes 
Christ, that ye withdraw yourselves from cvcrl.' brother that w,lketh disorderly, anc 
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Dああ妬妨陥ぴあe

用脇碑脇凡憐αur切

傷材me履物

協鋤ああu符砂ん卿か銀婚n融ああaタ砂

ha〃訪ね邸かα融ガ
- Chrysostom

I. The Evangelical Free Church ofAmerica is

inclusive not exclusive.

The great heritnge of EFCA people around the

WOrld includes the fact血at則ouship and ndnistry

OPPOrtunities in the local church are based solely

On Oneもpersonal f壷th inJesus Christ as Savior

and Lord and trusting in Him alone for salvation.

Membership requires commitment to sound

doctrine as expressed in our Statement of fai血.

However, a PerSOn is not excluded from member-

Ship because he or she does not agree on every

fine point ofdoctrine. Within the EFCA, there
is allowmce for lcgitimate di鉦rences of under-

Standing in some areas of doctrine.

2. The F品ngelical Free Church ofAm訪ca is

evangclical but not separatistic.

The EFCA was bom out of a heritage ofcommit-

ment to the authority and incrraney of Scripture.

Ⅵ have deep convictions based on the au血ority

ofGo(蛇Wb重d, but we do not draw battle lines

OVer minor points. Nor do we make minor issues

Ofdoctrine a test offellouship in the local church.

Wたare evengelical. W七believe in separated living

and persona】 holiness, but we are not separatists.

3. The Ewhngelical Free Church ofAmerica is
ecumenica晶spirit thou如not in structure.

Ⅵたbelieve in the spi重・itual unfty of the Chl]rCh

thOugh not neceesarfty in structuraI unioIl. V(たjoin

With other Christians and other denominations of

likc’PreCious faith in common goals and ministries

to accomplish the Great Commarldment and the.

Great Corrmission. But we believe that there is

Strength in diversity and that it is important to

PreServe Ol-r distinctives. We recognize that union

in §truCture does not guarantee unity of spirit.

Our foremost concem is unfty ofspirit with our

Lord, With each other and with other Christians.

4. The Evangelical Free Church ofAmerica
believes in liberty with responsibility and

accountabili ty

Ⅵ believe in Christian liber坊but freedom always

has its limitations. Responsible Christians do not

abuse freedom. The apostle Paul wrote force珊Iy

about Christian liberty in血e Book of Galatians.

He shattered the lqgalists with the doctrine of

grace. But in First and Second Corinthians
and Romans, the apostle also rchuked believers

When liberty wa§ abused・ He declared boldly the

Principles of Christian liberty but spoke wi心equal

force珊ness about Christian accountability The

EFCA desires to preserve our freedom in Christ.

Ⅵ encou鱒ge our peopIe to be responsible, gOdly

men, WOmen and young people who dcsirc to live

under the control ofthc Holy Spirit in obedience

to the principles and precepts ofGodもWbrd, and

in harmony with Godt will for life as revealed in

the Scriptures.

5. The Evangelical Free Church ofAmerica
believes in both the ratiorial and relational

dimensions of Christiahity

Ⅵたbelicve the Scriptures must be applied to our

individua唖ves with warmth of heart, Warmth of

message and wamth ofconcem. Ve belicve it is

essential to have solid, biblical content in our

doctrinal understanding offuth, but it is equall)′

important to have a dynamic, Vital relationship

with God the陣ther throughJesus Christ the Son

and to live by the power ofthe Holy Spi一・it. Sound

Christian doctrine must be coupled with dynamic

Christian experience. Ours is a ministry of love

and spiritual reconciliation.

6. ’rhe Evangelical Frcc Church ofAmerica

a餓rms the right ofeach local church to

govem its own a能Iirs.

The EFCA is c?mmitted to a congregationaI form

Ofgovemment as stated in Article IO Ofour
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脇at /he Bible fty Abo#t

A Goc均y A ttitu(九弓bwaId…

APOSTASYHERESY&
lMMORALITY

丁剛巾も軌
l 」ohn 4:1′ ′′Beloved′ beIieve not every spirit′ but try the spirits whether they are ofGod‥ because many false prophets are

gone out into the worId.′′

榔ぐ「君Nワ相O工ワ
Titus 3‥10′ ′A man that is an heretick afterthe first and second admonition reject.′′

時把に刊も軌
Romans 16:17′ ′′Now I beseech you′ b「ethren′ mark them which cause divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine which

ye have Iearned; and avoid them.′′

官もW肺〇千‾叶晴間
Matthew 7‥15′ ′′Beware offaIse prophets′ Which come to you in sheep's cIothing′ but inwardIy they are ravenlng WOlves.′′

て覚弔い托刊毛軌
Titus l:13′ ′′This witness is true. Wherefore rebuke them sharply that they may be sound in the faith.′′

幽V毛N〇千乱」OW〔山王や
Ephesians 5:11′ ′And have no制owship with the unfruitfuI works of darkness′ but rather reprove them.′′

W工山西W一山Y耗咋
2 ThessaIonians 3:6′ ′′Now we command you′ brethren′ in the name of our Lord 」esus Ch「ist′ that ye withdraw yourseIves

from every brother that waIketh disorderly and not after the tradition which he received of us.′′

下毛峡江V毛叫塵軌N〇十
2 」ohn lO-11′ ′′Ifthere come any unto you′ and bring notthis doct「ine′ reCeive him not into your house, neither bid him God

SPeed: For he that biddeth him God speed is partaker of his evil deeds.′′

耳鼻V毛NO CO軌恥NY Wr申出工軌
2 ThessaIonians 3:14′ ′And ifany man obey not ourword by this epistIe′ nOte that man′ and have no company with him,

that he may be ashamed.′′

“弔電Y竜S榊丁も〃

2 Corinthians 6:17′ ′′wherefore come out from among them′ and be ye separate′ Saith the Lord, and touch notthe unclean

thing; and I w紺recejve you.′′

了い丁‾叶陀M Oい丁
I Corinthians 5:7a′ ′′purge out therefore the o-d leaven′ that ye may be a new Iump, aS ye are unIeavened.′′

助榊と.勘掘.畝
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